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International Crane Foundation
E-11376 Shady Lane Road

P.O. Box 447
Baraboo, W1 53913-0447, USA
608-356-9462
608-356-5465 fax
cranes@savingeranes.org
www.savingcranes.org

September 27, 2007

Mayor Patrick Liston

City Hall

135 Fourth St.

Baraboo, W1 53913

Dear Mayor Liston,

I am writing on behalf of the International Crane Foundation (ICF} in support of the
City of Baraboo’s application for a USEPA Brownfields Grant for cleanup of key
parcels of the former Alliant Energy site on the Baraboo Riverfront Redevelopment
Area. Our support of this application is based upon environmental and economic
concerns.

ICF was established in Baraboo over 33 years ago as a non-profit organization whose
mission is to conserve cranes and the ecosystems upon which they depend. The
single largest threat to cranes worldwide is the unmanaged loss and degradation of
wetland and riverine habitats. These systems are critical for preserving biodiversity
and for providing food and water, generating power, and supplying other human
needs.

The Baraboo River is a unique resource as it is the longest stretch of U.S. river
restored through dam removal. In the mid-1990s, ICF actively supported the removal
of the three dams within the city limits as we understand the major negative impacts
dams have upon once-productive and healthy aquatic ecosystems. ICF introduces
our numerous international and domestic colleagues to the Baraboo River as a
working model of how local communities can protect riverine and fresh water
systems through legislation, adequate storm water retention and sewage treatment
facilities, the promotion of recreational activities such as fishing and boating, and the
preservation of historical buildings. This year our African colleague from Uganda,
participated in the YEPS Baraboo River Monitoring Project on July 22, 2007.
Afterwards, he stated he was impressed by the children’s level of enthusiasm for
learning about “their” drinking water and the health of “their” river. He plans to
implement a similar water monitoring project in Africa. The efforts being made by
the community of Baraboo to restore the river, promote recreational use (via the
creation and distribution of a Baraboo canoe trail map), and revitalize the Ringling
Riverfront District, serve as an inspirational model for other communities across the

U.S. and the world.
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ICF also recognizes the positive impact a revitalized Baraboo River corridor will have upon the
local economy. Currently, ICF hosts approximately 26,000 visitors to our site annually. We hope
to increase visitation to our Baraboo headquarters by building new crane and educational
exhibits over the next several years. Towards this goal, ICF recently received a $1.5 million grant
to promote and protect the cranes unique to Africa. This gift, in part, will help build new African
cranes exhibits to be unveiled in 2009. In May 2006, ICF becamne certified as a “Travel Green
Wisconsin” business. This Wisconsin Department of Tourism (WDT) program recognizes
tourism-related businesses that are committed to continuously improving their operations in
order to reduce their environmental and social impact. In 2008, ICF will become part of the
“Great Wisconsin and Birding Nature Trail” — another WDT program targeted at bird watchers
and outdoor enthusiasts.

Given our plans to enhance our headquarters and increase our participation in these state-
sponsored tourism initiatives, ICF hopes to improve its own cross marketing and promotional
efforts with other local environmental organizations and with those businesses interested in
promoting “green niche” tourism opportunities. A re-developed river corridor that provides for
open space, a sustainable mix of commercial and residential properties, and preserves Baraboo’s
Iocal history and culture, will serve as its own “attraction.” This nature-based attraction will draw
canoeists and visitors from Devils Lake State Park, the Ice Age Trail and the Wisconsin Dells
area. Increased number of visitors and lengths of stay will have positive economic impact for the
city and locally-owned business. It will also help build Barabeo’s reputation as a unique place set
amidst the Baraboo Hills that demonstrates environmental stewardship and is concerned with
the quality of life for all its inhabitants

With best wishes,

Q/M_, Bkt

Ann Burke
Director of Public Relations
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(608) 356-7708

101 3RD AVENUE ¢ P.O, BOX 50 » BARABOQ, W1 53913

September 19, 2007

Subject: Support for Baraboo’s US EPA Brownfields Grant Application

Ladies and Gentlemen:

I am writing to ask your support for the US EPA Brownfields Grant Application for the City of
Baraboo, Wisconsin.

I am writing in my capacity as President of the Baraboo Business Improvement District, as a
Commissioner of the Baraboo Economic Development Comnnssmn, and as Vice Chairman of
The Baraboo National Bank.

Redevelopment of the Ringling Riverfront District will be very important to the economic and
social well being of the City of Baraboo, Completion of this revitalization will enable us to
establish appropriate uses for property in this area, help draw tourists and year around residents
to this riverfront district, help preserve historic structures, and help protect and enhance the
quality of the riverfront district in general for U.S. citizens or visitors from abroad to enjoy in the
future.

Please give consideration to the City of Baraboo for this very worthwhile endeavor.

Feel free to call me to further discuss this matter.

Sincerely,

AL BANK

Vice Clfairman

GLL;nlb
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Ociober 9, 2007
Mayor Parrick Liston -
City of Baraboo
153 4™ Strect
Rarabot, Wisconsin 53913

Degr Mayor Liston:

1 am pleased to be wniting in support of the City of Baraboo's eifforts to obtain grant funding
from the USEPA to assist with clesg-up of key parcels of the former Alliant site in the Riverfrum
Redevelopment Ares.

We understand and support the effort to redevelop the Baraboo Riverfront. By foausing on
maintaining Baraboo &s an srea with a vitvunt and sustainable business and residential district,
downmtown Barshoo will continpe to be a destrable areq 1o live and work, As you know, The
MNature Conservency ig comnmitied 1o the conservation of the Raraboo Hills. Our project ares
provides impaortan recreationst and natural sesource protection right in the “backyard™ of
Baraboo residents. Efforts like yorrs thet malatain our cites as desiruble places to live sud work
help reduce the sprawl that effects o natusal resourees so severely, Only by continuing o
address cuvironmental issue in owr comumercial distriets can we reduce the need for Barsboo and
other cities 1o cortione expanding o uideveloped arcas around them.

Sections of the Baraboo River are noted in The Canservancy’s regisnal planzing document as
bnporumn conservation sires. Additionnlly, downsiream sates, the Wisconsin River and the
Mississippt River arc crilical arens for protection of biclogical diversity. Maintaining and
improving water quolity sare important goals to achieve protection of these aguatic systems,
Adjacens industrial gites Threaica these squatic systews with continved contarninstion, and effons
to remedy problems ateas sre clearly needed.

We fully support this gront application und wish yon success in immptementation of the Basaboo
Riverfront Redovelopment project,

Sincerely,

e 8 AL PP
Linda BOrmann
Land Protection Specialist
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Joe Van Berkel
President

Kevin Olsen
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Roy Franzen
Director
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Director
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Director

Larry Hill

Director

September 21, 2007

Mayor Patrick Liston
City of Baraboo

135 4™ Street
Baraboo, W1 53913

Re: Letter of Support for Hazardous Substances Cleanup Grants
Dear Mayor Liston:

The Baraboo River Canoe Club (BRCC) whole heartedly supports the City’s efforts to
clean up the Alliant Property and your application for EPA Cleanup Grant funds!

This past summer during our Club’s annual river cleanup, I personally had the opportunity
to walk 4 couple miles of the Baraboo riverbed looking for tires. I was struck by how

‘much of the riverbed was clean sand, and how muich the river had improved in just a few

short years since the dams were removed, A couple weeks later, I floated past the Alliant
property in a canoe. Irecalled my thoughts about the riverbed, and wondered about the
condition of the riverbed next to the Alliant site .... Is it sand? Is it riprapped? How much
tar was left in the riverbed after Alliant’s cleanup? How much tar is still migrating from
the Alliant site into the river? Js the tar accumulating in the river sediment? ..... And most
important ..... Is it safe to walk and swim in the river next to this property?

I don’t know the answers to those questions, but I do know that removing the
contaminated soil that was intentionally left in place next to the river on the Alliant
property is a good thing! Future users of the Alliant property will be protected from
exposure to hazardous substances, as will those of us that use the river today, and future
generations of river users, not to mention the beneficial impact to the river’s ecosystems.

BRCC members have been leaders and advocates for the Baraboo River, and the
Riverfront, for years. Our signature event, the annuai river cleanup, started 19 years ago
with a handful of individuals who care about the river and their community, The river
cleanup has since grown to regularly include 100 to 150 participants each year, including
participation by school groups and other community organizations. Many of our officers,
directors and members are active individually and/or professionally in conservation,
environmental and development issues that directly and indirectly involve the Baraboo
River and Riverfront. We offer our sincere support and encouragement for the cleanup
and the City’s application for funding from EPA!

Sincerely,

(.

Kevin L. Olson, Vice-President
Baraboo River Canoe Club

535 Pine Acres Drive, Baraboo, Wisconsin 83913 (608) 356-8437
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October 4, 2007

City Of Baraboo
Mavor Patrick Liston
135 Fourth Street
Baraboo, WI 53913

Dear Mayor Liston,

We have reviewed the City of Baraboo’s Brownfields Redevelopment Initiative and the
Brownsfields Grant applications to the US Environmental Protection Agency.

The Ice Age Park & Trail Foundation supports the City of Baraboo’s work to facilitate
redevelopment, environmental stewardship and outdoor recreation along the Baraboo
Riverfront. The Ice Age National & State Scenic Trail is proposed to be an element of
the Baraboo River Walk and we fully support the City’s efforts.

Mike Wollmer
Executive Director

Phone: |-800-2127-0046 + VWeb: www.iceagetrail.org
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Scptember 29, 2007

Mayor Patrick Liston
City of Baraboo

City Hall

135 Fourth Street
Baraboo, WI 33913

Dear Mayor Liston,

On behalf of Circus World Museum we would like to lend our support in the
City of Baraboo’s cfforts for redeveloping land that neighbors our historic
site. The city’s efforts to atiract resources through Brownfield restoration
programs will clearly help improve the image of our neighborhood and the
City of Baraboo.

As you know Circus World Museum is at the site of the original
Winterquarters for the Ringling Bros. Circus. The Ringling Bros wintered
here from 1884 until 1918, and seven of the original buildings are still in
existence. Because of the significant milestone, we have been named a
national landmark; and we have visitors from around the world come to our
site. This year we are on course to having 55,000 visitors and cach one of
them passes through the area you are focusing on improving. People will feel
much better if the Browntield areas arc cleaned up and put to improved use.
We are developing a plan to completely restore the original WinterQuarter
buildings, and your efforts will compliment ours.

[f we can be of any further help in the effort to improve our neighborhood
please let us kiow.

Sincerely Yours,

Stephen 1. Freese

Executive Digector
Circus World Museum

www.circuswortdmunscum.com
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Baraboo, Wisconsin 53913
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QOctober 8, 2007

Mayor Patrick Liston
City of Baraboo

135 Fourth Street
Baraboo, W1 53913

Dear Mayor Liston:

The City of Baraboo has made significant progress on its Brownfields Redevelopment Initiative. Last
year, the City’s efforts were greatly advanced when the City applied for and received two U.S. EPA
Community-wide Brownfields Assessmeant Grants of $200,000 each; aone for Hazardous Substances
and one for Petroleum. | want to make you aware of St. Clare’s effort towards environmental health.
Our Preserve the Earth Committee focuses its attention on recycling and improving environmental
health. Therefore, [ am writing to express my strong support of the City's applications to U.S. EPA for
Brownfields Hazards Substances Cleanup Grants (three applications of $200,000 each for three
Brownfields).

The Riverfront corridor and Baraboo’s historic downtown will greatly benefit from redevelopment of
the Aliiant site. Remediation of the site will improve the environmental conditions along the river and
greatly enhance the environmental health of our community. Redevelopment of the site wili improve
the economic vitality of our downtown and spur additional redevelopment within the district.

Currently, that area of our community is described as “south of the tracks” with a negative
connotation. The existence of the Brownfields along the riverfront and the depressed social and
economic conditions hinder the city’s efforts to improve the health and economic security of all our
residents. One of Baraboo's goals is to be a sustainable community; this can be achieved through
strengthening the core of our community. Remediation and redevelopment of the Alliant site is
critical to the success of achieving our community goals. '

| urge U.S. EPA to favorably review the City’s application for Brownfields Cleanup funding. If there is
more | can do to support the City's Brownfields Initiatives or their grant application, do not hesitate to
call on me.

Sincerely,

St ot Blers

Sandra L. Anderson
President

SLA:ejd
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A Member of 55M Health Care
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Oxcraber 8, 2007

Mavor Patnck Liston
Ciry of Barahoo

135 Fourth Street
Bamboo, W 53913

Dear Mayor Lision:

[ am wmnng in strongest suppaort of the aty’s applications o LS. FPA for Brownfields Hazardous
Substances Cleanup Grants (three applicadons of $200,000 each for three Brownfields).

As a member of the Basaboo Econonuc Development Commission and as the Camopus Dean of the
University of Wisconsin-Baraboo /Sauk County, T agree that the Alliant parcels should be a priority
redevelopment oppormnity for out aty.

The City of Baraboo is looking w s fuwre by planning for enhancements of its downtown warerfron:.
The Riverfront cornidor and Baraboo's histone downtown will greatly henefir fram redevelopment of the
Alhane site. Remediation of the stte will improve the envitonmenral conditions along the dver and n our
communty. Redevelopment of the sire will improve the ceonorme vieality of our downrown and spur
addinonal redevelopment within the districe,

Currently. the existence of Brownfelds along the nverfront and the depressed social and economic
conditons in adjacent neighborhoods hinder the ay'’s eHforts to unprove the health and econonuc
security of alt sesidents. Theough remediadon and redevelopment of the Alliant sites, we will serengthen
the core of our commuriry. T arm confidear char the achons proposed in Baraboo's grant applicanons ave
in line with oue community’s goals for Brownfields cleanup and redevelopment, and that our kocal
leadership is comumitred to seeing these projects through.

Twge U5, FPA o favorably review the dty's applicanons for Brownfields Cleanup funding. Please feel
free to contact me at your eadiest convenience should you have any questions and/or require addinonal
infoomaaon,

Vet

Siny L,m/g/ !

/\._,
‘Thomas C. Pleger, Ph.ID.
Dean and Campus PPxecuave Otficer

Thesmas © Pleyen Pl Campus Excounve Otfieer and Dean

TG Connie Road, Barshon W32 31098 s Phone: 608 3595-3220 = Fae: ot 35355200« Eomail: thomas plegertuwcada






